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Response to Intervention (RtI) Defined 

At its core, RtI is a process that addresses student academic and 
behavioral needs through research based interventions.  Data is 
collected regarding student response to these interventions and 
adjustments are made accordingly.  

We believe that . . . .  
 

• All students can learn and achieve high standards as a result of 
effective researched-based teaching which includes response to 
individual student needs.  

• Intervening at the earliest indication of need is necessary for 
student success.

• A comprehensive system of tiered intervention is essential for  
addressing the full range of needs. (See RtI Pyramid)  

• Student results improve when ongoing academic and behavioral 
performance data are used to make informed instructional  
decisions.

• Collaboration among educators, students, families and  
community resources is the foundation to effective problem-
solving and instructional decision-making thereby increasing 
student success.  

Definitions:   

RtI Team: A collaborative team (which may include parents, 
general and special  educators) that meets to  
evaluate student data, and plan and monitor prescribed  
interventions.

Research based intervention: A designed change in the manner 
or degree of instruction.  A research based intervention or change 
is deemed “effective” by scientific research.  

Performance Data:  Any information available about the child:  
grades test scores, observations, behavioral patterns and trends as 
well as educator, child or parent reporting.  

Multi-Tiered Intervention Model: Providing different degrees 
of instruction (universal, targeted, intensive) based upon the 
student response to the interventions as determined through  
purposeful evaluation and assessment.  (See RtI Pyramid)  
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INFORMATION ABOUT THE RESPONSE 
TO INTERVENTION TEAM AND  
PARENT  INVOLVEMENT IN RTI

We will set specific, achievable goals, increase 
levels of academic performance, create an 
atmosphere of mutual support/respect and 

maintain the value of our traditions.
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Ute Pass Elementary School
9230 Chipita Park Road Chipita Park, 

Colorado 80809
719-684-9821   www.mssd14.org

Contact:  Kathy Nimz, School Counselor
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How does Response to Intervention  (RtI) work at UPE? 

When a student is observed to be struggling with academic, 
behavioral or social problems, teachers develop classroom 
accommodations and plans to meet the needs of the student. 
(Universal level of assistance) If additional support is needed, 
a referral is made to the RTI Team.  Referrals can come from 
parents, classroom teachers, and other involved teachers/school 
specialists.

Who is on the RTI Team?  
This team of teachers could include: classroom teachers,  
intervention specialist, counselor, special education  
professional, school principal, and other involved teachers/
specialists. 

The goal of the RTI process is to provide early interventions 
to meet the needs of struggling students, in order to support 
student success.

The first meeting is called a Brainstorming Meeting.  
The RTI Team discusses a referred student’s strengths, and 
identifies any academic, social, or behavioral concerns.  The 
RTI Team seeks creative ways to maximize the use of available 
resources at Ute Pass to meet the needs of the child.  
Interventions are based on research and monitored for student 
progress. (Targeted level of assistance)

Follow up meetings for the Rti Team:  
The RTI Team will continue to meet for follow up, and 
modification of interventions.  This ensures the needs of the 
student have been addressed. For a follow up meeting, a parent 
questionnaire and a student questionnaire will be completed. 
Parents are consulted for their input and encouraged to attend.

If concerns continue to exist, additional referrals are some-
times needed.  This might include additional assessments and/or 
testing, which might result in an Intensive level of assistance. 

Results of intensive assessments could lead to a referral to the 
special education team to determine eligibility for those services 
as provided under the Individuals with Disability Education Act 
(IDEA).  Parent participation and permission are mandated as a 
part of this process.

What is Parent Involvement in the RTI process?

•    Frequently communicate with your child’s teacher. 

•    Attend school functions; open house, parent teacher  
      conference 

•    Ask your child about his/her school day. 

•    Monitor and assist your child with homework assignments. 

•    Discuss academic, social, or behavioral concerns with  
       your child. 

•    Praise your child often for good work. 

•    Complete any requested paperwork, attend requested  
      meetings. 

•    Implement and reinforce team interventions, suggestions  
      and strategies at home.

Model of  
Interventions

Universal Level:  All students receive research based instruction  
characterized by typical teacher adjustments, on-going analysis of  
performance data, and appropriate research based interventions in the 
classroom.

Targeted Level:  Students are provided with more specific and closely 
monitored research based interventions.  These students have not  
successfully responded to Universal level adjustments.

Intensive Level:  On-going and continuously monitored interventions are  
provided to students with intensive or chronic academic or behavioral  
challenges.  


